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Over the next five years, def-
icits would total $1.08 trillion.

Bush's budget plan for fiscal
D)4, which begins Oct. 1, is ex-
pected to set off months of
heated debate in Congress.

Democrats attacked the .tax
cuts as a boon for the wealthy
that will do little. to help the
economy but will rob Social
Security of the money needed
for baby boomers' retirements.
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Rep. Charles Rangel, the top
Democrat on the House Ways
and Means Committee, said
Bush's budget showed how far
the country hact moved from
projections two years ago of a
$5.6 trillion surplus over 10
years.
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Bush delivers $2 trillion budget, Con't.

At Laughlin AFB near Del
Rio, replacing a truck fuel fa.
cility is expected to cost $4.6
million.

There we~ no Navy; Air
Force or Army projects for the
Coastal Bend facilities near
Corpus Christi.

The president's budget fails
to fund Amtrak at the $1.2 bil.
lion that railroad officials say
in needed to keep the system

nmning. The Bush budget of-
fers ~ mUlion.
I Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison,
R-Texas, called the president's
prolJOsal inadequate.

"While Amtrak needs re-
form, we cannot continue, to
s~ the system and expect
improvements in service and
performance," Hutchison
said.

San Antonio is served by
Amtrak's Texas Eagle, which
runs ,to Chicago, and by the
Sunset Limited, which travels
from California to Florida.

Natiotia11~ attention VIas fo-
cused on NASA's budget, pre-
pared before Saturday's Co-

+
04-Feb-O3

lumbia disaster.
Bush's plan would give

NASA a 3 percent increase to
$15.5 billion. The shuttle bud-
get for 2004 would receive a
s~~htly larger percentage in-
crease of 4.7 percent, taking it
to $3.97 billion.

In itS management assess-
ment of NASA, theadministi'a.
tion Said of the shuttle pro-
gram: "ShUttle operations are
well managed but investments
to improve the shuttle sutTer
from inadequate planning and
~ cost manag~ment."

White House budget dir&tOt
Mitch Daniels said it was too
early to say what spending

,
d changes th~ president would

recommend in light of the Co.
lumbia accident.

"The president is committed
to moving forward in spa~. He
has made that plain. His bud.
get makes that plain," Daniels
told reporters at a budget brief-
ing.

"If there is a lesson in the
last couple of days, I suppose it
is another sad example that
more money alone can't al-
ways avoid very sad setbacks,"
he said.

Gary Martino! the !!Jxpress-
, News Washington Bureau

contributed to this report.
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Local response to shuttle muted  

By Larry Gittings and Jeff Hall, Times Record News 
February 3, 2003  

Although hundreds if not thousands of military personnel, law enforcement officers and disaster 
specialists from around Texas are being mobilized to help in the search for wreckage of Saturday’s space 
shuttle disaster, few of them are coming from the Wichita Falls area.  

Only a trickle is coming from the north Texas area, officials said Monday.  

The space shuttle Columbia disintegrated over Texas as it made its approach to landing at the Kennedy 
Space Center in south Florida Saturday morning, killing all seven astronauts on board.  

Most of the wreckage landed in a wide swath of southern and southeastern Texas, centered near the 
Nacogdoches area.  

Rhonda McCombs, the health and safety officer for the local chapter of the American Red Cross, said 
Monday two people from the Wichita Falls area went to Nacogdoches on Saturday.  

Lt. Col. John Skinner of the public relations office at Sheppard Air Force Base said Monday base 
personnel have been on stand-by since the disaster Saturday morning, but no one has been assigned to 
help comb the rugged terrain in southeast Texas for debris from the shuttle.  

"When this occurred, Gen. (Arthur) Rooney put our search and rescue teams on stand-by, but we were 
never called up," Skinner said.  

Perhaps the biggest call-up of local personnel is from the region’s Department of Public Safety offices. 
Lisa Block, a public information officer at DPS headquarters in Austin, said Monday hundreds of troopers, 
including several from north Texas, are involved in the recovery efforts.  

"We have 313, approximately, troopers going to help search for pieces of the shuttle and to keep order in 
the area," Block said.  

A number of North Texas residents heard the noise of the sonic booms made by pieces of the space 
shuttle Columbia entering the atmosphere and a few reported seeing vapor trails Saturday morning, 
according to various law enforcement agencies.  

However there were no confirmed reports of debris falling in the area.  

The Texas Department of Public Safety office in Wichita Falls had no reports of any debris linked to the 
shuttle being found in the area.  

Olney Police Department dispatcher Dorraine Slaughter said. "We had a handful of reports that they had 
heard a boom or something like an explosion."  
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Local response to shuttle muted, Con’t. 

Olney is 55 miles southwest of Wichita Falls.  

"One person reported hearing something like a car running into someone's house," she said.  

There were some reports of seeing it fall out of the sky, Slaughter said.  

Elsewhere in Young County, a sheriff's dispatcher in Graham reported a few callers reporting "a faint 
noise." 

The noise in Montague County, sent deputies to see if there had been a crash at the airport near U.S. 81, 
but they found nothing, said a sheriff's office dispatcher.  

An Archer County Sheriff's Office dispatcher reported receiving reports from a few people hearing a blast.  

However, a dispatcher with the Jack County Sheriff's Office reported no calls. 

 The same was true for Wichita County and in Wilbarger County. 

In Oklahoma immediately north and west of Wichita Falls, there were no noise reports in either Frederick 
or Waurika.  
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Guard unit deploys for duty  
By Alvin Benn  
Montgomery Advertiser  

  

Spc. Colby Cotton is hugged by his sister Lenze Morrison Saturday 
after the deployment ceremony for the 900th Maintenance Co. of 
the Alabama National Guard in Brundidge. 

-- Photos by Mickey Welsh, Advertiser 

BRUNDIDGE -- With homeland security duty on the 
horizon, 160 members of an Alabama National Guard 
maintenance unit stood at attention Saturday afternoon as 
national and local leaders wished them well.  

Col. John Loden, who directs a support group out of 
Mobile, told them that their mission may not reflect what 
they normally do, but it's just as important.  

Instead of repairing tanks and trucks as they did 12 years 
ago in Saudi Arabia, members of the 900th Maintenance 
Co. will be walking guard duty and handling other security 
directives at Air Force facilities in Alabama.  

"Soldiers are being called to protect our homeland," Loden 
said as about 200 relatives stood around the troops at the 
local National Guard Armory. "An evil force has 
penetrated our shores. Evil has shed American blood on 
American soil."  

About 2,400 Alabama Guard members are on active duty as the nation prepares for possible war against Iraq. 

 
Staff Sgt. Bernard 
Martin salutes during 
the singing of the 
national anthem during 
the deployment 
ceremony Saturday in 
Brundidge.  

Destruction of the space shuttle Columbia earlier in the day injected unexpected sadness into 
the Saturday afternoon ceremony.  

U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions and U.S. Rep. Terry Everett, who joined local officials, mentioned the 
shuttle tragedy during their remarks, but they concentrated on the reason for the third 
mobilization of the 900th in the past 40 years.  

Sessions noted that Iraq has not lived up to its promises of 12 years ago when it was defeated 
during the Gulf War, "and we've got evidence they were actually continuing their efforts to 
develop an atomic bomb."  

"It's a plain violation of the resolution they agreed to," Sessions said. "We're tired of sending 
our planes over the no-fly zones and having them shot at for the last decade. We're going to 
have, once and for all, an end to this."  

Col. George Lee, who is chief of staff in the Alabama National Guard and accompanied Adjutant General Mark 
Bowen to Brundidge, declined to say where the unit would be stationed, but he said its mission is critical to national 
security. 
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Conference honors Columbia  
 
The Alabama Baptist State Convention Evangelism Conference begins with a  
prayer for the crew 
By Neil Probst  
Montgomery Advertiser  
 

Members of the Maxwell-Gunter Air Force Base Honor Guard firing 
party stand in the wings of Garrett Coliseum on Sunday during the 
opening rally of the Alabama Baptist State Convention Evangelism 
Conference. The opening doubled as a memorial service for victims 
of the space shuttle Columbia disaster. The guard fired a 21-gun 
salute.  

-- Photos by Mickey Welsh, Advertiser 

 

Church congregations across the tri-county area paused 
Sunday to pray for the seven astronauts who died Saturday 
aboard the space shuttle Columbia.  

"We had, at the beginning of each service, a special 
prayer," said the Rev. Lester Spencer, pastor of St. James 
United Methodist Church in Montgomery.  

While local church leaders led their flocks in reflection, the 
disaster coincided with a two-day gathering of Southern 
Baptist church officials from across the state.  

The Alabama Baptist State Convention Evangelism 
Conference began Sunday evening at Garrett Coliseum, 
and organizers quickly responded to Saturday's tragedy by 
inviting the public to join them at a memorial service for 
the astronauts and their families.  

"When you see the stars, remember that they left their 
legacy written in them," Gov. Bob Riley told the crowd as 
the conference began.  

Sammy Gilbreath, the conference's director, told the crowd there was no way that marking the disaster could be left 
out of the conference.  

Before Riley spoke, a drum and horn tune played over a speaker, and pictures of each astronaut came across a large-
screen television.  

Several people had come to the conference to remember the astronauts, but hundreds already had planned to be 
present anyway to enjoy worship and a lengthy list of speakers.  

Bill and Jean Lovett of Prattville came because of the memorial, and to see old friends. Bill served 22 years in the 
National Guard.  

"We listen to our husbands enough. We want to hear some good preaching," Dorothy Johnson said jokingly.  

Montgomery Advertiser 
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Johnson's husband, Walter, is pastor of Jones Baptist Church in Autauga County, 
and she was enjoying the company of Danielle and the Rev. Glenn Langner, pastor 
of Shady Grove Baptist Church in Burnsville, in Dallas County.  

Gilbreath said 3,200 churches across the state are part of the convention, and 
people from all over were at Sunday's service.  

"Any memorial service is humbling. It makes you think how precious and fragile 
life is," said Staff Sgt. Jason Buchanan, assistant flight chief of the Maxwell-
Gunter Honor Guard, which posted colors at the ceremony.  

"My heart sank," said retired Gen. Burney Enzor of Greenville.  

"We will have to ask 'Why?' briefly, and then move on," said Enzor, who was state 
chaplain for the Alabama National Guard from 1981-1992 and worked for three 
years as chief chaplain of 
the U.S. Army National 
Guard. 

Four choirs participated 
in Sunday's service.  

"It (the disaster), has 
affected, I feel, everybody in the world. It's such a 
tragedy," said Minnie Stringer, who was leading a choir 
composed of members of Montgomery's St. Stephens 
Baptist Church and Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church.  

 
A slide presentation on the space 
shuttle Columbia is shown Sunday at 
Garrett Coliseum. 

 

Gov. Bob Riley speaks Sunday at Garrett Coliseum, where an 
evangelism conference doubled as a space shuttle Columbia 
memorial.  

 

East Memorial Baptist Choir of Prattville and the Eastmont 
Baptist Choir of Montgomery also performed.  

"Our hearts go out for those that were lost in that mission," 
said the Rev. Larry Hudson, pastor of Church of God 
Pentecostal in Montgomery.  

Hudson said the church will have a moment of reflection for the space shuttle crew and their families at the 
congregation's Wednesday service.  

"We're praying that God will strengthen the families and comfort them in their hours of bereavement," Hudson said.  

Mayor Bobby Bright, a deacon at First Baptist Church on Perry Street, said he was happy to be at the conference.  

"This is like welcoming a part of my family to the city," he said.  
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Changing of the guard  

Defense Department employees trained as security for Sheppard  

By John IngleTimes Record News 
February 1, 2003  

Tony Diniz stood in front of Sheppard Air Force Base's hospital gate Thursday morning as the sun began 
to peek over the horizon.  

As vehicles began to crawl up to the gate, Diniz located the base sticker, raised his left hand and 
motioned for the driver to enter the base.  

That scene isn't too different from what most people are used to seeing. But there is a major difference - 
Diniz isn't a bona fide active duty gate guard.  

He's a Department of Defense guard who has been hired and trained by the 82nd Security Forces 
Squadron to help secure the base.  

"We were welcomed with open arms," the former Air Force aerospace physiologist said. "They're so short 
(on manpower), they're glad for the extra help."  

Diniz and Anthony Metiz are the first two Defense employees to begin taking on some of the duties of 
regular personnel.  

After a two-week training course, the two have become certified Defense officers, a trend that is 
becoming commonplace at bases across the country.  

Capt. Jasin Cooley, operations officer for the 82nd SFS, said 11 more Defense personnel are expected to 
scatter throughout the base over the next couple of weeks to begin guard duty.  

"They still have the same authority," he said. "But their scope of responsibility is different."  

More requirements to secure the base prompted 82nd Training Wing Commander Brig. Gen. Arthur 
Rooney to look at a new means of providing quality security for base personnel and those who live there, 
Cooley said. The funds used to pay for the Defense guards come from the base, not from headquarters, 
he said.  

Before the Defense employees were hired, the base was forced to pull active duty members from their 
units to provide security. Although the help was welcomed, Cooley said it wasn't the best situation.  

"That works out fine, but every other unit is paying for it," he said of augmenting security forces with other 
base personnel.  

Now that reinforcement is on the way, Cooley said medics, mechanics and machinists can return to their 
squadrons.  

 Times Record News  
PAGE:  Internet 
DATE:  04-Feb-03 

 



AETC Bases News Clips 
Sheppard AFB, TX 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.   04-Feb-03 

 

 Times Record News  
PAGE:  Internet 
DATE:  04-Feb-03 

 

 

Changing of the guard, Con’t.  

Diniz said law enforcement isn't new to him. Before taking the position with the Defense Department, the 
Illinois native and Air Force brat - a common term for children who grew up in the military - worked at the 
James V. Allred Unit as a prison guard.  

Before that job, he earned his peace officer certification through then Vernon Regional Junior College's 
police academy.  

Metiz, a veteran of the Army, was given the duty of signing visitors in and producing a visitor's pass for 
non-base personnel on his second day.  

But he said he would move out to the base's various guard shacks soon.  

"I was always intrigued with the security aspects of the base," he said. "When you mention security, you 
know what you're doing."  

Although the two-week training session might seem short, Metiz said his trainers covered all aspects of 
what he would be doing. Even to the extent of the use of deadly force if necessary.  

"The training that I received here was pretty adequate," he said. "They crossed their T's and dotted their 
I's as far as training goes."  

Perhaps the largest benefit of his job doesn't come from personal gratification, but the lessening of 
burdens on active duty security personnel, he said.  

Airmen at the base have had to work longer hours in addition to training on their days off, Metiz said.  

Cooley said the appointment of Defense personnel is scheduled to last for two years. Since salaries are 
coming from base funds, the captain said the base would re-evaluate the financial situation and cost of 
continuing the program.  

Once they hit the four-year mark, he said base officials would more than likely request funding from the 
Air Force to continue the service.  

In addition to the Defense guards, Cooley said guardsmen and reservists are scheduled to arrive at the 
base Feb. 11 to help with duties.  
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Ties to Vance 
 
By: Scott Fitzgerald, Staff Writer February 02, 2003  

 
2 of 7 astronauts killed trained in Enid at Vance 
AFB. 
Saturday's tragic loss of life aboard space shuttle Columbia was 
felt strongly at Enid's Vance Air Force Base. 

Two of the seven astronauts aboard - Air Force Col. Rick 
Husband, Columbia's commander, and payload commander Lt. 
Col. Michael P. Anderson - graduated from undergraduate pilot 
training at Vance in the 1980s. 

A third Vance graduate, Col. Eileen Marie Collins, was to be 
commander of the next shuttle mission aboard Atlantis, which 
was to launch March 1. It is not known if that launch will take 
place as scheduled. 

"The loss of these great American heroes affects all of us. On 
behalf of Vance Air Force Base, I wish to express our deepest 
condolences to the loved ones of the entire crew of the shuttle 
Columbia. They honorably served their country and they will not 
be forgotten," said Col. A.J. Stewart, 71st Flying Training Wing 
commander at Vance. 

Husband and Anderson didn't just graduate with their respective 
flying training classes. They finished near the top with high 
academic marks. 

Husband, 45, was an Amarillo, Texas, native and received a 
bachelor of science degree in mechanical engineering from Texas Tech University in 1980. While at 
Tech, he earned an Outstanding Engineering Student award. 
 
Commissioned a second lieutenant in the Air Force, Husband arrived in Enid shortly after graduation from 
college. He was a distinguished graduate in his pilot training class, finishing in the top 10 percent of his 
class in 1981, according to Vance records. 

Husband flew the F-4 and was an F-15 aerial demonstration pilot, as well as an exchange test pilot with 
the Royal Air Force. Husband was selected as an astronaut candidate by NASA in December 1994. 

 

 
The American flag (above) flies at 

half-staff in honor of Columbia 
Saturday. (Staff Photo by JOE 

RICKETS) 
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2 of 7 astronauts killed trained in Enid at Vance AFB, Con’t. 

He was a crew member of the STS-96 Discovery mission in 1999 and assisted with the first docking with 
the international space station. 

Col. Keith Snyder who is current 71st Operations Group commander at Vance, graduated from pilot 
training with Husband. 

"My thoughts and prayers go out to Col. Husband and to all the family members of the shuttle Columbia. 
These were great American heroes," Snyder said from Washington, D.C., on Saturday. 

Anderson, 43, of Spokane, Wash., was not just part of the top. He was the top. 

After graduating from University of Washington in 1981 with a bachelor of science degree in 
physics/astronomy, Anderson was commissioned a second lieutenant and did service in Mississippi and 
Texas before he arrived at Vance in 1986 to attend undergraduate pilot training. 

When he graduated from Vance on Aug. 28, 1987, Anderson received the academic award for earning 
the highest marks in the class. 

Anderson rose the ladder, flying various models of the KC-135 and the T-38A aircraft. 

He also was an instructor pilot in the 920th Air Refueling Squadron, Wurtsmith Air Force Base, Mich., and 
with the 380 Air Refueling Wing, Plattsburgh, Air Force Base, N.Y. 

Selected by NASA in December 1994, Anderson reported to Johnson Space Center in March 1995. 

He was a crew member in January 1998 on Space Shuttle Endeavour of the STS-89, the eighth Shuttle-
Mir docking mission. 

Collins graduated from pilot training at Vance in 1979 and was a T-38 instructor pilot until 1982. She 
became an astronaut in 1991. 

She became the first female shuttle pilot in 1995 and the first female shuttle commander in 1999 aboard 
the Columbia. She also was shuttle pilot on a mission in 1997. 
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IChoo), said Ll cm. DoDa]4
J..aDKmt8c. command.. or
Air~.: ..

~ w)w))e~; ...tra\DD8t1z~ about.tbjs,~ he .

laid. .":." ..-i~: ...', .;.~~

or
~. . Hu8IaDd
~ . Moo"dJ' A

0YiDB~.;. ~! -' .

FrmD september to .No-
v8DiJer 1" be .~ F.
4 In8truetor School at
a.D888ead Air Po1-.:eBale,
FJa., am .. 8881lDed 88 an
F~ iDBtnlctCD- pilot aDd I£-
ad8n1c bI.ItrDCtmo It ~
Air r~ Bale, CaUf.. in
December 1&. .

ID . D808Dber. 1M7. B18-. .
~: -- -lIIIed. to "Ed-
Wardi Air . I'oree - ~"
. Ca11f. wIJet8 :. he -. - attBiIdeJt

tile : AJr"" I'dn»" Teat "~,
. SchOOl. . " " - .

0 No- ~ ~CX1 m Test
Idad F- Pilot School, HusbaDd

01 at eerved a. a Isst pikJt fiYinI'
Bale. the 1'-4 and an 11\'9 ~8

188 an oftM 1'-15-

= Husb8IMt JIa8 received the
It. In MmiDiO18 8Is'v1~ 'Med81

with two 0* ~ c , :
, B... . the Aerial. AchJevemeot I
to""Ed- Medal. ~ Air FC8'ce. Com- I
~. ~~.)ri!~ tIE Na.

1M7, :
led' to

~. . tiooal. ~ 8m."vXe Med-
:' .a1,,'8Dd.. two NASA"Group

ACh~'A~ Gl'OUp!
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